
Servant Marriage     1



Table of Contents

Introduction:     5

Chapter 1: Called     9

Chapter 2: Making the First Servant Marriage 17

Chapter 3: Father-in-Law    37

Chapter 4: Jesus as Servant    53

Chapter 5: Atti  tude     69

Chapter 6: What Food Are You Serving?  91

Chapter 7: The Other Food    115

Chapter 8: Grief     135

Chapter 9: Understanding    145

Chapter 10: The Perimeter    169

Chapter 11: The Person    185

Appendix:      205



Servant Marriage     7

Introduction

Servant Marriage is a response to the calling we all al-
ready received the moment we said, “I do.”  All the 
courti ng, dati ng, emoti onal inti macy, quality ti me, and 
resources culminated into the primary lifelong relati on-
ship we call marriage.

For some, years or decades may have passed since they 
received their calling to be married to the one with whom 
they would be given the privilege of serving alongside 
on their journey called life.  However, in current culture, 
many couples are getti  ng a quite diff erent result from 
the happily ever aft er we have all heard about.  Some 
feel alone or merely tolerated in marriage.  Others feel 
unappreciated or exploited.  Sti ll others feel stuck or 
trapped “unti l death do us part.”  Marriage challenges 
Christi ans, and some do not make it—their marriages 
end in divorce.

How is it that so many start the race of marriage, but 
growing numbers of them do not cross the fi nish line 
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of “until death do us part”?  As a Christian counselor 
working with couples in distress for more than a quarter 
of a century now, I think I have learned quite a bit as I 
watched brave couples address their wounds, bad ideas, 
unproductive practices and attitudes, and move toward 
picking up new ideas to change their marriages for the 
better.

One of these new ideas is learning that they are servants 
in their marriage and are responsible for how they be-
lieve and behave, and that they will stand before the 
Lord and give an account of how well they served their 
spouse—not how well they got served.

Sometimes it helps to start something new with the end 
in mind.  In the end, I will be accountable to God for how 
I served my wife.  I believe this is a major evaluation point 
for my whole life.  It is as if, in my spirit, I know that one 
of the major questions in heaven will be, “How well did 
you treat my daughter, Lisa?”  Having this question on 
my final exam, so to speak, helps me decide how good of 
a grade I want from God in response to serving my wife, 
Lisa.

Lisa actually knows much of what I am going to share with 
you in the following pages.  She is a servant to me, our 
children, and those in our office.  She taught me this by 
example.  For more than twenty-nine years, Lisa and Je-
sus have poured a lot into me about becoming a servant.
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I want to expose you to the heart of serving.  Hopefully, 
as you see this, you will hear and reflect on these words 
on a daily basis, “Well done good and faithful servant.”  
This relates to the amazing servant you have been to-
ward your spouse.
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Called

When you hear a young man or woman say, “I’m called,” 
what images come to your mind?  Probably several.  You 
might think of the person who goes down to the altar of 
your church and feels at a very deep level that they are 
“called” to be a missionary, preacher, or teacher.”

When they “receive the call,” everything changes.  The 
way they look at themselves is totally diff erent than mo-
ments before receiving the call.  They suddenly have a 
purpose for their lives and a sense of knowing why their 
Creator has made them.  They also seem to have a pas-
sion for their newfound calling.  I do not mean just an 
emoti onal temporary high, but a strong multi decade 
passion for their area of ministry.

One other thing that happens to this called soul is he or 
she begins to defi ne himself or herself by the calling: “I’m 
going to be . . .”  or “I am . . . a pastor/teacher/________.”  
This calling is much more than their present 9 to 5 job.  It 
is an expression of who they are, almost at a DNA level.  
This person becomes their calling.  

1
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We all know someone who is so passionate about some-
thing that it really becomes who they are.  Their passion 
is what we think about when we characterize the person 
in our minds.

Lastly, a called person seems to innately accept a sea-
son of education or training for this calling he or she re-
ceived.  They might go to Bible school, seminary, or an 
intern program in order to discipline their lives to be ef-
fective on a sustainable basis for their calling.  

Thankfully, the church by now has accepted that every 
believer has a calling, whether it be office manager, pol-
itician, or grocery clerk.  All are called and all are in full-
time ministry all the time.

Just as we have a calling to a vocation and/or ministry,  
many of us have a calling to marriage.  If marriage is part 
of your calling, it is important to understand it if you in-
tend to grow in it.  Without understanding the call to be 
married, you will look at marriage mostly through secu-
lar lenses and focus your evaluation of the marriage on 
how happy you are, and not on how well you are serving 
your spouse.

Here is just a little bit more about calling.  When you an-
swer your cell phone, it has a cool feature on it that tells 
you who is calling (if you have them in your contacts list).  
It is important to know who is calling you.  When anyone 
is called to a vocation, ministry, or marriage (and so on), 
who does the calling?  God.  
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God, the Almighty, the awesome, all-knowing, all-pres-
ent, all-powerful Creator is the one who calls you into sal-
vation, ministry, vocation, and yes—He alone has called 
you into marriage.  He alone is the one to whom you will 
answer for the quality of service toward your spouse.  He 
alone will move you into various stages of preparation 
and progress as you pass through the various adventures 
of marriage.

It is God who has called me to serve Lisa.  She alone is my 
first ministry—above my children (as wonderful as they 
are), any public ministry or vocation or responsibility, my 
house responsibilities, workouts, hobbies, or adventures.  
The only calling above ministry to Lisa is my ministry to 
love and serve my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Now I will be up front; I am not perfect.  However, any-
one who knows me knows I am committed.  During my 
education, parenting, or working I made no excuses not 
to date Lisa, assist around the house, or to help the kids 
with homework, because this is my calling.  Every cell in 
my body accepts that I am called to be a servant to Lisa.

Accepting my role as a servant (and the ongoing revela-
tions of what that means) has so far been a twenty-nine 
year journey of growth, repentance, and expansion of 
my servant heart toward Lisa.  I started off young, imma-
ture, selfish, impatient, and unkind—like many married 
people do.  Today, I accept my role as a servant.  I am 
called to serve, period.




